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Joining the Business and Industry Club

of the EPNOE Association
a Research to Business initiative
For more information, contact
Dr Patrick Navard

Mines ParisTech
Centre de Mise en Forme des Matériaux

BP 207 

06904 Sophia Antipolis Cedex  France
tel +33 (0)4 93 95 74 66
patrick.navard@mines-paristech.fr

contact@epnoe.eu
EPNOE (the European Polysaccharide Network of Excellence) was created in 2005. It is a research, education and technology network comprising sixteen academic and research institutions and a large number of companies. It is organized in the form of a legal non profit association (EPNOE Association) comprising the sixteen academic and research institutions and the industrial members of its Business and Industry Club aimed at driving the research agenda in the field of polysaccharide research.
Industrial members of EPNOE are privileged partners of the sixteen academic and research institutions. Companies are sharing six specific services:
· Privileged access to EPNOE databases

· Privileged access to EPNOE Research Information

· Privileged access to Strategic and Technological Watch data of EPNOE

· Participation in private meetings

· Close interaction with the sixteen EPNOE academic/research institutions
· Dedicated infrastructure to enforce the BIC networking activities
Why would you join EPNOE?

To be part of a research network:
· In depth knowledge of EPNOE scientists through small, private meetings.
· A platform for suggesting basic topics of interest to industry.
· Use of the expertise of EPNOE partners in creating new EC project opportunities (EPNOE scientists have an extended experience in EC projects and an outstanding success record).
· Optimising the use of available funding provided by National and European agencies.
To collect valuable, competitive information:

· Follow-up of the non-confidential part of more than 70 PhD theses through a regularly up-dated reporting scheme.
· Access to research conference contributions presented at scientific meetings held in non-English languages (regular translation process from more than ten languages).
· Searchable information on EPNOE permanent scientists for a direct contact (phone and e-mail provided).
· Access to the EPNOE database on major and advanced scientific papers (selection of 2500 full text articles on cellulose, starch, xylan, mannan and chitosan since 2000).
· Detailed information on EPNOE measurement techniques through the EPNOE Tool Box (more than 200 techniques available).

To help tailoring education in the field of polysaccharides and recruitment issues:
· Defining education curriculum.

· Suggestion for preparing training courses.
· Attracting and training brilliant students in polysaccharide-related materials science.
· Early view on emerging talent in the field through privileged contacts with young scientists seeking employment.

To be part of a business network:

· Private annual scientific conferences where EPNOE Members describe their latest results.
· Annual General Meeting of Business and Industry Club:
· sharing expertise and knowledge, considering technical development affecting company operations

· building an awareness of new legislation

· providing a context for discussing scientific and non scientific issues with industrial colleagues, meeting potential customers/partners

· defining educational needs for knowledge transfer (including running in-house courses for companies)

· Promotion of products and expertise of each industrial member.
To be aware of the latest policy trends:
· Updated list and description of the major organisations involved in promoting the use of biomass-based polymers.
· EPNOE scientists are active high level participants in many important stakeholder’ organisations: (i)Technology Platforms (Suschem, Forestry, Food for Life), (ii)National organisations (pole de compétitivité in France, Polymer Institute in the Netherlands, Christian Doppler Laboratories in Austria, ZellCheming in Germany, etc..) and (iii)European organisations (European Renewable Raw Material Association).
· EPNOE scientists have close contacts with most of the relevant European scientific societies.
· EPNOE scientists are closely following EC policy through their personal contacts and through the many EC projects they are participating in.

Present Business and Industry Club members

Twenty-seven companies have already subscribed:
Ahlstrom; Akzo Nobel; Ashland; Biobasic Environnement; Biopolymer Solutions Ltd; Biority; Cargill; Danone; Dow Wolff Cellulosics; Innovia Films, Kiram AB, Lenzing, Novamont, PepsiCo, PerkinElmer; Predilnica Litija, Sappi Saiccor; SETylose; Sika Technology; Schneider Electric; Smartfiber AG, Spontex; Tembec; Total; Unilever; UPM Kymmene; Viskase.

Other companies are in the process of registering.
How to join EPNOE?

You join by becoming an Associate Member of the EPNOE Association, a non-profit organisation registered on 14 December 2007 in Paris.
The annual fees are 1000 euros for companies below 50 employees, 2500 euros for companies with between 50 and 500 employees and 6000 euros for companies with greater than 500 employees.[image: image2.png]
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